FIRST   GLIMPSES   AT   PARLIAMENT

Brougham since the close of Brougham's public career.
Everything that Nature could do, so far as appearance,
manner, and voice were concerned, she had done to
prevent him from being a great orator; and yet, a great
orator he undoubtedly was. I wonder what the House
of Lords just now would think of a peer who gesticu-
lated and bellowed as Brougham was in the habit of
doing. But it was impossible to listen to Brougham
and not to be carried away by the force of his intellect,
by Ms torrent of words, by the sudden whirl and eddy
of his rapid illustrations, and by the longer or ^shorter
stretches of quietude and repose into which Ms ar-
gument occasionally flowed. I never could admire
Brougham's style as a writer; and I suppose, if one
could have listened to him and kept composedly think-
ing and criticising all the time, a listener of refined
taste would not have admitted him to be a great orator;
but his claim to be admitted a great orator was estab-
lished by the manner in which he carried his listeners
along with him and allowed them no pause for criticism
and no rest for thought. month after his
